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STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 


Tax principal factsin the history of the State Normal Schoot will? 
be found in the “ First Annual Circular” and the “Second Annual 
Report” of the Trustees of the Institution, which will be sent to our 
subscribers as part of this number of the Journal. 








ANNIVERSARY EXERCISES FOR 1851 


On Sabbath evening, Sept. 28, Rev. Mr. Stone, the Associate Prin- 
cipal, delivered a discourse at the South Church to the graduating 
class. He first dwelt upon the increased responsibility imposed upon 
teachers by the facilities now afforded for preparation for their 
work, He portrayed the past history of our common schools, show- 
ing that while they were and are the glory of our State, they are 
not all which our ancestors intended them to be, nor all which the 
wants of community demand. The people are waking up to see the 
importance of supplying this‘deficiency. They are acting in these 
matters. This school is oné fésult of such action. Its peculiar 
advantages demand of all enjoying them greater fidelity. The im- 
proved state of school-houses, of school-books, of educational appa- 
ratus and treatises increase the responsibility. The active codpera- 
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98 State Normal School. 


tion of the pious an@ wise and learned, encourages to such ‘activity, 
The advancement of the whole community in enterprise, and wealth, 
and taste, demand it. The danger of neglecting duty in this matter 
demands greater efforts on the part of teachers. Success is certain, 
if the proper mode of obtaining it is employed. The blessing of God 
is promised to the faithful teacher. Reference was made to the 
teacher’s past and future reward, and parting counsel given to live 
for God and Eternity. 

The regular exercises of the semi-annual examination of the 
Normal School for the Fall of 1851, commenced on Tuesday, Sept. 
30th, at 9 o’clock, A. M., at the public hall of the Institution, and 
occupied two days. The forenoon of Tuesday was employed in the 
examination of all the pupils in reading and grammar ; the Junior 
and Middle classes in arithmetic, and the Senior class in mental phi- 
losophy. 

{n the afternoon, arithmetic was resumed with the Senior class, 
and ali the classes were reviewed in geography, analysis of Eng. 
lish idioms, drawing and vocal music. ‘The whole school was pre- 
sented as a drawing class, and several hundred specimens were 
presented for inspection, many of them drawn by individuals who 
had never touched pencil or paper for such a purpose, before en- 
tering the Institution. It was thus demonstrated by actual experi- 
ment that even a little time bestowed upon this branch will enable 
a teacher to secure creditable sketches, and afford profitable employ- 
ment and much enjoyment to pupils who have already become 
weary in more difficult tasks. The school was divided for examin- 
ation in singing, into three classes: one of experienced singers, 
constituting a regular choir; one of those who, having learned to 
raise the octave correctly with their unaided voices, had given atten- 
tion to the rudiments of singing ; and also a class, not one of whom 
could raise the octave alone correctly, but who, notwithstanding, had 
been required to attempt to sing, and who had learned to sing “ after 
their fashion,” by rote, some dozen tunes and songs. It was evident 
that persevering effort may surmount great obstacles in cultivating 
poor ears and poor voices. It was gratifying also to know that 
several of the best singers in the class but a few months before 
came to New Britain firmly persuaded of their own utter inability to 
sing at all, and by the drill of the classes above referred to, had ac- 
quired a creditable degree of skill in vocal execution. The compo- 
sitions of the Normal School were placed upon the table for inspec- 
tion in view of the chirography which they exhibited. A general 
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review of the course of instruction, was laid before the Committee of 
Examination, and a variety of questions were answered relating to 
studies and arrangements,—as proposed by different gentlemen of 
the Committee. 

The evening of Tuesday was devoted to the public exercises of 
the Gallaudet and Barnard Societies. The former was addressed 
by Rev. R. Turnbull, of Hartford. The Barnard Society had secured 
the services of Rev. T. Dryden Phelps, of New Haven, who deliv- 
ered a poem. Both these performances were listened to with deep 
interest by a large audience, composed of citizens and teachers from 
every section of the State. The hope has been expressed by many 
who were present, that they may be preserved in print, perhaps in 
the columns of this Journal. A solemn appeal to the sympathies of 
the audience was made by the silent eloquence of the badge of 
mourning by which one of the societies exhibited their respect for the 
venerated man whose name they had chosen, and whose eulogy had 
been pronounced before the State Teachers’ Association, on the 
evening previous. 

A large number of friends of Education were present, with the 
Trustees and Examining Committee, on Wednesday, Oct. Ist, at 
9 o’clock, A. M., to witness the Examination of the Graduating 
Class, in practical teaching, reading, spelling, and writing, gram- 
mar and analysis, arithmetic, geography and history. 

The first exercise (practical teaching) was novel and peculiar as 
a feature of this school, where pupils are actually required to hear 
lessons daily as a part of their own education under their own teacher's 
eye, the schools of practice of New Britain affording ample opportu- 
nity for this purpose, with from four to five hundred pupils placed 
under the general direction of the Associate Principal. 

On this occasion, three gentlemen and two ladies, each heard 
classes recite before the audience. Neither teacher nor class had 
met before. The classes were formed for the purpose at random, 
regard having been had only to comparative age. One class came 
in consisting of youth over fourteen—another of children under 
five—and intermediate ages. Each class was assigned to one of the 
candidates, and the committee were asked, afterwards, what the 
candidate should teach. The mode of teaching was watched, ques- 
tions of discipline proposed, and a practical test presented of the 
candidate’s tact. The topical examination was critical, and it is 
believed satisfactory. ‘The committee recommended the five can- 
dates to the Trustees as deserving diplomas. 
































































































artes Oe : 
Soo pow OT ta 3 ais == 





<a 


ae 


So et Se F 
















































































































Seen, RE owen ey ee oe 


eae Btpecs 
RE 


rae 


a 
Tee ee 





100 State Normal School. 


The following is a schedule of the public Anniversary Exercises, 
which commenced at the Hall, on Wednesday, at 2 o’clock, P. M. 


Music—“ There is a land mine eye hath seen.” 
Dissertation—“ Power of music in school.” §, Henry Lee, Lisbon. 
Composition—“ Bad government illustrated.” A, Augusta Thomson, Avon. 
= —* Life in its changes.” Mary Jane Camp, Durham Centre. 
Declamation—“ The blind boy’s dying wish.” George E. Gladwin, Higganum. 
Oration—“ English Literature, a study for the teacher.” Andrew J. Wells, Glastenbury. 
Essay—“ Teacher's trials and rewards.” Ellen 8, Cornwell, New Britain. 
Music—“ Onward! Teacher.” 
Oration—“ Unity of plan necessary to success in teaching.” Franklin C. Brownell, Moodua 
Composition—" First impressions at school.” Harriet R. Barnes, Norwich. 
Essay—* Neatness and order essential in school,” Jane Olmsted, East Hartford. 
Discussion—“ Are modern reforms useful?” Stanley 8. Warner and George Sherwood, New 
Milford. 
Dissertation—“ Cultivation of Frankness.”” Charles Talcott, Coventry. 
Composition—‘‘ The Guardian Angel.” Catherine N. Murphy, Norwich. 
sa —* Mind, its power, its culture.” Mary Jane Mills, Fairfield. 
Oration—“ The teacher as a philanthropist.” Leverett L. Cainp, West Meriden. 
Presentation of diplomas by Hon. Henry Barnard, Superintendent of Common Schools and 
Principal of the Normal School, to the graduating class, consisting of— 
Mr: Andrew J. Wells, of Glastenbury. Miss Ellen 8. Cornwell, of New Britain. 
Mr. Franklin C. Brownell, of Moodus, Miss Jane Olmsted, of East Hartford. 
Mr. Leverett L. Camp, of West Meriden. 
Music—“ Life’s Voyage.” 
Prayer—by Rev. Mr. Perkins, of West Meriden. 


The audience was larger than was ever convened in New Britain, 
and evinced their interest by silent attention to the close. A large 
portion of those present were strangers, drawn together not only from 
Connecticut, but several New England States—a most encouraging 
fact to the friends of this infant establishment. 








COURSE OF STUDY. 


Junior Crass.—Every Term.—Reading, Writing, Spelling, English Grammar, Arithmetic, 
Geography, United States History, Composition for private inspection, and Declamation in 
private. During the six weeks’ session, spring and fall, this class attend a course of lectures on 
school arrangements. 

Mivpte Crass, (consisting of all who can bear thorough examination in all the above 
branches.)—Every Term—General History, Algebra, Physiology, Analysis of English 
Idioms, Composition for public criticism,—Declamation in public. Also, 1st Session— 
Lectures on Mental Philosophy and Astronomy. 2d and 4th Sessions—Study of Globes, and 
Lectures on the Art of Teaching. 3d Session—Lectures on Natural Philosophy and Botany. 

Senior Crass, (including those familiar with the studies of the other classes.)—Every 
Term.—Bhetoric, Geometry, Daily Public Extemporaneous Discourses and Debates, with 
Public Declamations, and Essays publicly read by the author weekly, and open to criticism by 
the class, Also, 1st Session—Logic. 3d Session—Lectures on Chemistry. Mineralogy and 
Geology. And, 4th Session—Critical Examination of one of the English Classics. German, 
French, Latin and Greek, can be studied by any desiring to do s0, without charge for tuition, 
provided their attainments in branches required by law, warrant it in view of the teacher. 
Singing and Drawing are taught to all classes every term. 
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CATALOGUE 


OF 


MEMBERS OF STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, 


From May 15, 1850, to Sept. 30, 1851. 





Names, Residence. Names, Residence. 








W.S.Alexander, Killingly. Orlando Clarke, | Chaplin. 
Lucian Allard, Thomson Benj. E. Carter, | Warren. 


Ellen Andrews, New Britain. Ibri Cannon New Britain. 
Julia Atwood, Newington. Arthur D. Gatlin, Litchfield. 
Is’bel H. Andrews, Glastenbury. Harvey Campbell Vernon. 


F. C. Brownell Moodus. Sarah M.Camp, West Meriden. 
B.F. Brinsmade, T'rumbull. Mary J.Camp, Durham 

. B. Brigham South Coventry. ey ar = Ellington. | 
N.C. Boardman, Westfield. Phebe A.Coles, New Britain. 
R. N. Bottsford Newtown. Ellen A. Clarke, New Britain. 
Moses Betts, | Fuirfield. Rebecca Clark, _ Farmington. 
Walter Burnham, New Preston. | Ellen S. Cornwell, New Britain. 


Elijah Baldwin, New Preston. | Edwin B. Downing, Preston City. 
W.1I. Bartholomew, y nen W. W. Dowd, Berlin. 

D. T. Brewster, r d. Hermon Day, West Chester. 
James Burr, . Henry Davis Oxford. 
Emma Brewer, East Hartford. | Truman Dunham, Southington. 
Harriet R. Barnes, Norwich. S. Eliz. Dunham, Southington. 
Mary U. Brownell, fl “S Laura A. Day, West C ; 
Sarah E. Baldwin, New Britain. |Mary G. Dayton, Watertown. 
Julia W. Burritt, New Britain. | Louisa Day, East Canaan. 
Diantha F, Bunnell, Norwich. _ Hellen Downs, Bristol. 

Nancy L. Bemis, New Britain. S. M. Dickenson, New Britain. 


Sarah Benham Burlington. ‘ . 
ry as Dwight Ely, Middletown. 
Jane S. Beckwith, New Britain. Ser E at 4 Tolland. 


Harriet M. Beadle, Walling ford. A 
Sarah D. Bidwell,’ East Hartford. | Lucetta M. Elton, Kensington. 
M. Eliz’h Butler, New Britain. | Newton Fuller, 
Helen J. Basset, New Britain. —— o Francs, Wathoreh 
. en E. Francis, 

yi Ay eae og . re Meriden. Valina A. Francis, Newington. 
Charles A. Curtiss, Newtown. B. V. Gallup, Voluntown. 
Ralph Curtiss, Warren. Nelson Griswold, North Guilford. 
Frederic S. Crosby,New Milford. | George E. Gladwin, Higganum. 
Gilson Hi Contec, Ocort ™ | Susan Gidley” Weet Hartford 

ideon H. usan Gridley, 8 ’ 
LC Clarke,” Gilboa Gowan riley on, & Gladenbury. 
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Catalogue of State Normal School. 








Names. Residence. 


Names. Residence. 











Lucy A. Greenslit, Franklin, 
Caro’.O. Gaylord, Bloomfield, 
Maria A. Graves, Guilford. 
Franklin H. Hart, Durham Center. 
I. H. Huntington, Norwich. 
George A. Hurlbut, Glastenbury. 
EK. P. Hammond, Vernon. 
J.C. Hutchinson, Gilead. 


Aretus R.Holt, Norfolk. 
Levi A. Hall, Mansfield. 
B. F. Hilliard, N. Stonington. 


Julia H.Hough, Bristol. 
Juliette F. Hyde, Norwich. 
Ursula M. Hart, Burlington. 
M. Anna Hubbard, Bloomfield. 
Mary Hutchins, Aillingly. 
Sarah M. Hough, Westfield 
Mary E. Hooker, Kensington. 
Julia Hovey, Berlin. 
Adaline Hurd, West Avon. 
Justina Hitchcock, New Britain. 
FA G. Hart, Guilford. 
arriet Hotchkiss, Kensington. 
Eliza Hotchkiss, Kensington. 
Sarah P. Hollister, Kensington. 


Helen A. Ives, Durham Center. 
Julia A. Isham, Tolland. 

Levi Jewett, West Chester. 
Leonard Kelsey. Killingworth. 
Deborah Knapp, W. Greenwich. 
Edwin Keys, Eastford. 

Mark Latimer, Montville 


S. Henry Lee, Lisbon. 
Helen M. A. Lee, Middletown. 
Caroline M. Lane, Killingworth. 
Jane C. Loomis., West Chester. 
Jenny T. Lee, New Britain. 
Mary E. Lee, Guil . 
Marietta Leete Guilford. 
Adaline T. Little, Columbia. 


James C. Mills, Thompson. 
Jos.H. Merriman, Southington. 
Samuel Morehouse, Southport. 
Michael Magner, New Britain. 
Roswell A. Moore, Kensington. 
Obed B. Morse, ere 
Wm.H. Mather, Suffield. 
Wm. C. Moss, Jr., Southington. 
D. H. Manwaring, Clinton. 
Cath. N. Murphy, Norwich. 
Mary J. Miller, Guilford.* 
Caroline P. Marsh, New Milford. 
Mary J. Mills, Fairfield. 


Henry Nichols, Newtown. 








E. H. C. Northrop, New Milford. 


Catharine P. North, Torrington. 
Charlotte J. North, Torrington. 
Jane S. Olmstead, East Hartford. 
Lathrop S. Pierce, Wethersfield. 
Bela Peck, Westminster. 
P. D. A. Preston, Chaplin. 

Elias R. Pennoyer, Norwalk. 
George F. Phelps, Mansfield. 
Charles E. Plumb, T'rumbull.» 
Abbie B. Peck, New Britain. 
Lucy M. Pierpont, South Farms. 


Charles Randall, Bridgewater. 
Timo. C. Robbins, Wi m. 
Edwin Rose, Norwich. 
Lucy Anna Robbins, Wethersfield. 
Augusta Rogers, New London. 


Reuben H. Stone, Guilford. 
Alvah St. John, Ellsworth. 
C.D. Sherwood, New Milford. 
Charles C. Smith, Suffield. 
George Sherwood, New Milford. 











James L. Stone, North Coventry. 


H.D. Sherman, New Milford. 
Eliza Sage, Hitchcockville. 
Cornelia Safford, Norwich. 
Susan L. Spring, East Hartford. 


R. F. Sparks, Glastenbury. 
S. Eliz. Stanley, New Britain. 
Adaline Stone, Durham Center. 
Jane Stow, Meriden. 
Edwin Talcott, North Coventry. 
E. Ely Talcott, Gilead. 
Charles Talcott, North Coventry 
Reuben Terrill, Newtown. 


E.M. Thompson, Huntington. 
A.A. Thompson, West Avon. 


Elbridge Upson, Peteaeen: 
Jane Underwood, Tolland. 


Chas. H. Wright, Columbia. 
Charles N. White, Hebron. 
Everett. H. Wright, Milton. 
E.G. Wheeler, Bridgeport. 
S. B. Welton, Waterbury. 
Stanley L. Warner, New Milford. 
Andrew J. Wells, Glaste 
Wm. W. Williams, Willimantic. 
af A. Walker, Bridgeport. 
E. M. Woodford, West Avon. 
Anna M. Williams, Abington. 
ee! L. Wilson, Willimantic. 
Emily T. Wilcox, Middletown. 
Gertrude Williams, Bristol. 
creme Whiting. Winsted. 

. B. Waters, Norwich. 


Thomas J. Young, Farmington. 












LEGISLATION OF CONNECTICUT 


RESPECTING NORMAL SCHOOLS. 





An act for the establishment of a State Normal School. 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Assembly convened, There shall be established, as hereinafter 
provided, one Normal School, or seminary for the training of teachers in 
the art of pres | and governing the common schools of this state ; 
the object of which Normal School, or seminary, shall be, not to educate 
teachers in the studies now required by law, but to receive such as are 
found competent in these studies, in the manner hereinafter provided, and 
train them in the best methods of teaching and conducting common 
schools. 

Sec. 2. There shall be appointed, by the Legislature, eight trustees 
of said Normal School, one from each county in the state ; two of whom 
shall, in the first instance, hold their office for one year, two for two years, 
two for three years, and two for four years, the term of office to be by 
them determined, by lot or otherwise; the vacancies to be filled by ap- 
‘seep by the Legislature, for the residue of the term which shall so 
yecome vacant; and the Superintendent of Common Schools, ex-officio, 
shall also be a member of said board. 

Sec. 3. The expenses necessarily incurred by said trustees, in the 
discharge of their duties, shall be defrayed out of the funds herein appro- 
priated for the support of said school ; and they shall receive no compen- 
sation for their services. 

Sec. 4. To said board of trustees shall be committed the location of 
said school; the application of the funds for the support thereof; the ap- 
pointment of teachers, and power of removing the same; the power to 
prescribe the studies and exercises of the school, rules for its management, 
and granting diplomas; and they shall report annually to the Legisla- 
ture their own doings, and the progress and condition of the school, and 
the said trustees are hereby authorized to change the location of said 
Normal School, from time to time, as they deem best for the interest of 
said school, and for the accommodation of the pupils in the different parts 
of the state, provided suitable buildings and fixtures are furnished with- 
out expense to the state. 

Sec. 5. The number of pupils shall not exceed two hundred and 
twenty ; and the visitors of each school society in the state shall be re- 
quested to forward to the Superintendent of Common Schools, annually, 
the names of four persons, two of each sex, applicants for admission to 
said school, whom the said visitors shall certify they have examined and 
iupproved as possessed of the qualifications required of teachers of com- 
mon schools in this state ; which applicants shall have given to said visit- 
ors a written declaration, signed with their own hands, that their object 
in seeking admission to the school is to qualify themselves for the em- 
ployment of common school teachers; and that it is their intention to 
engage in that employment in this state, which applicants the said visit- 
ors shall recommend to the trustees as suitable persons, by their age, 
character, talents and attainments, to be received as ae in the Normal 
School. The trustees shall select by lot, from the whole number of appli- 
cants from each county, the proportion of pupils to which such county is en- 
titled by its population, of raale and female, each an equal number: Provi- 
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ded, that not more than one shall be admitted from any school society, tili 
each society, from which an application is made, shall have a pupil in the 
school. ‘The trustees shall forward to each pupil, so appointed, a certifi- 
cate of his appointment, returning also to the principal a list of pupils - 
pointed to the school. If there shall not be a sufficient number of appli- 
cants from any county, to fill the number of appointments allowed to such 
county, the trustees shall fill the vacancy by lot from among the whole 
number of remaining applicants. To all pupils so admitted to the school. 
the tuition and all the privileges of the school shall be gratuitous. 

Sec. 6. The said trustees are authorized to make provisions for a 
Model Primary School, under a permanent teacher approved by them, in 
which the pads of the Normal School shall have po reed to practice 
the modes of instruction and discipline inculcated in the Normal School. 

Sec. 7. For the support of said Normal School, there is hereby appro- 
priated the bonus derived from the “State Bank,” and the interest which 
aay accrue thereon; from which the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars, 
annually, for the term of four years, shall be paid to said trustees, witli 
said interest, by order of the Comptroller, on the Treasurer of the State ; 
no part of which sum shall be expended in any building or fixtures for 
said school. 

Approved, June 22d, 1849. 

Public Acts, May session, 1849. 





Extract from Section 1st of an Act incorporating the State Bank al 
Hartford. 

_ “Provided, That the President and Directors of said bank shall pay 

into the page| of this state the sum of ten thousand dollars, as a bonus, 


which sum shall be appropriated to the support of a Normal School in 
this state, in such ways and at such place as shall be provided by the 
Legislature.” : 

Resolutions and Private Acts, May session, 1849. 





Extract from Section 12th of an Act incorporating the Deep River 
Bank. 


Provided, That before said bank shall commence discounting notes, 
the Directors of said bank shall pay to the treasurer of this state the sum 
of one thousand dollars for the purpose of sustaining a Normal School in 
this state.” 

Resolutions and Private Acts, May session, 1849. 


© Resolved, That the Comptroller of Public Accounts be, and he hereby 
is directed to draw an order on the Treasurer of the State, payable to the 
trustees of the State Normal School, for the sum of one thousand dollars, 
heretolore deposited with said Treasurer, by the Deep River Bank, for 
the use of said School.” ‘ 
Resolutions and Private Acts, May session, 1850. 
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REPORT. 


To the General Assembly of the State of Connecticut. 


Tue Board of Trustees of the State Normal School, in conform- 
ity to a provision of the Act establishing the same, respect- 
fully submit to the Legislature their Second Annual Report. 
At the time of their First Annual Report to the Legislature, 

a year since, the Normal School had just been opened, and its 

history during the first year of its existence, being greatly 

indicative of its subsequent condition and character, was anti- 
cipated with much solicitude, not only by the Board to whose 
immediate supervision it is committed, but by the friends of 
education throughout the State. While it seemed hardly pos- 
sible that an Institution so much demanded by the times, and so 
indispensable to the improvement and progress of popular edu- 
cation, could fail through lack of public appreciation and 
patronage, still, it was viewed somewhat in the light of all novel 
enterprises, as problematical in its issues, to be tesied by actual 
trial. But the cordial reception which has been kindly given 
to this young and truly meritorious candidate for popular favor, 
coupled with the manifestations of increasing interest which it 
has awakened, in almost every part of the State, has done much 
to dispel the apprehensions with which its incipient history had 
been regarded, and to give cheering assurance to its friends, 
that the people of this Commonwealth were ready for the insti- 
tution, and are disposed to cherish it with the fostering affec- 
tion and kindness so essential to its continued prosperity and 
ultimate success. 

The number of pupils who have entered the school during 
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the year, is one hundred and fifty-four, thirty-seven of whom 
are now in attendance. One hundred and thirteen of the num- 
ber are engaged in teaching, having suspended their connec- 
tion with the school for that purpose, with the intention of 
returning after a few months, to resume their studies. Of these 
pupils, the Associate Principal of the School, in a communica- 
tion addressed to the Chairman of the Board of Trustees, thus 
speaks: “ The character of the pupils generally has been excel- 
lent. Not a few of them have discovered talent of a high 
order. Many had been successful teachers with long experi- 
ence. Visitors have been struck with the maturity of age and 
character evinced by the appearance of our school, when com- 
pared with other similar establishments. In a few instances, 
youth have been sent to us apparently out of mere compassion 
for their physical or mental imbecility, but most of the pupils 
have done honor to the school societies which they have repre- 
sented. 

“ The candidates for admission are too generally deficient in 
the common branches required in district schools. Numbers 
of them are proficients in algebra and music, who can not pass 
a tolerable examination in orthography, or geography, or even 
read well. This results from false views as to what is valuable 
in education. Until the really useful shall come to be regarded 
as more important than the merely ornamental and fashionable, 
the common branches will be thus neglected. However un- 
popular with some, the teachers of the Normal School feel con- 
fident that the course of thorough instruction in the elementary 
branches, which the Trustees require before pupils are per- 
mitted to enter upon higher studies, will be sustained by the 
good sense of the community.” 

As a gratifying evidence of the practical utility of the Insti- 
tution, and of the public favor which it has already won, it can 
be stated, that_of the one hundred and twenty teachers who 
have been sent out from the Normal school, into all parts of the 
State, during the year, but three or four are known to have 
failed of giving entire satisfaction; and so great has been the 
demand for teachers, this spring, particularly from those places 
where Normal pupils had instructed during the winter, as 
greatly to exceed the possibility of supply. Consequently, 
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many pupils have been induced to go out into the summer 
schools, thus reducing the number in actual attendance to about 
one half of what it otherwise would have been. 

For the definite information of the public, the Board of Trus- 
tees, at the close of the first term, thought it advisable to issue 
a circular, containing a concise statement of the history of the 
State Normal School, the course of study prescribed therein, 
terms of admission, aad various other topics of interest to in- 
quirers after accurate knowledge concerning the Institution. 
This document is thought to be one of so much importance as 
to justify its being appended to this Report. 

The instruction of the school has been administered by the 
Associate Principal, who has discharged the duties assigned 
him in a manner highly satisfactory to the Trustees, and, it is 
confidently believed, to all concerned. Mr. Stone has been 
assisted by Prof. John Guion, a gentleman of distinguished 
ability in the department of teaching which he fills ; and, more 
recently, by Prof. D. N. Camp, extensively known, for many 
years, as a highly competent and successful teacher. By a 
late arrangement, Messrs. Stone and Camp are the only 
teachers in the Normal school proper, in the employ of the 
State. 

The schools of practice connected with the Normal school, 
embracing nearly four hundred scholars, and organized into 
three grades, according to age and attainment, have been in 
successful operation during the year; and the citizens of the 
First School Society in New Britain, have recently given re- 
newed evidence of their satisfaction with the arrangement 
entered into, on their part, with the State, by making additional 
appropriations for the support of these schools. 

The inconveniences which have unavoidably been experien- 
ced, during the first year of the school, in obtaining board in a 
village so populous as New Britain, are gradually diminishing ; 
and before the expiration of the current year, it is contemplated 
that extensive accommodations will be opened, at which board 
can be had at reduced rates. It should be mentioned, however, 
in this connection, that very commendable efforts have been 
made by the citizens of the place, to oblige the members of the 
school, in this as in other respects, and many families have put 
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themselves to much inconvenience for this purpose. The same 
laudable spirit of liberality and kindness which induced the 
location of the school in New Britain, the Trustees are pleased 
to say, has continued to characterize the people of that village, 
and they feel assured of their continued coédperation for the 
promotion of the best interests of the school. Moreover, the 
Trustees can not forbear in this connection to express their un- 
feigned sorrow, on account of the lamented death, during the 
year, of S. J. North, Esq. of that village, a gentleman favora- 
bly known to many, especially in the business world, and more 
particularly to the friends of the State Normal School, as its 
most munificient benefactor. 

Up to the present date the Trustees have drawn from the 
Treasury of the State, on the Normal School Fund, to the 
amount of $2,777.01, which they have appropriated for the pur- 
poses following : Teacher’s salaries, $2,023.51 ; the Principal’s 
salary and expenses, as a member of the Board of Trustees, 
$508 ; for Lectures in the Normal School, $58.63; and for ex- 
penses of Trustees, $186.87. 

The Trustees would inform the Legislature of the occurrence 
of three vacancies in their Board, by the expiration of the ap- 
pointment of the member for Tolland county, Hon. L. P. Waldo; 
also that of the member from Windham county, Hon. Hezekiah 
Ramsdell; and the resignation of Charles Osgood, Esq. the 
member for New London county ; which vacancies the Legis- 
lature will please to fill, according to a provision in the Normal 
School Act. 

No inconsiderable embarrassment has been felt hitherto, in 
conducting the school, arising from the inadequate accommo- 
dations to which it has been unavoidably subjected,-while the 
enlargement of the Normal school edifice has been in progress. 
But the inconveniences resulting from this cause, have, at 
length, been effectually obviated by its completion. This has 
been done by the liberality of the New Britain Educational 
Fund Company, at an expense considerably exceeding its 
Fund of $16,000, which was originally offered to the State for 
this and other kindred purposes. In explanation of the cause of 
this excess of expenditure, the President of the Company, E. A. 
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Andrews, Esq., in an official communication, addressed to the 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, thus spéaks : 

“In conformity with the views of the Superintendent of 
Common Schools, and for the purpose of providing adequate 
accommodations for the large number of pupils resorting to said 
Normal school, and schools of practice, the Directors of the 
Educational Fund Company have felt it to be necessary so to 
enlarge the accommodations for the schools, that their whole 
expense, including the necessary apparatus still to be procured, 
will amount to about the sum of $23,000. 

When completed according to the present plan, the building, 
in connection with the three primary school houses connected 
with the schools of practice, will furnish, it is believed, the most 
ample accommodations, both for the Normal school and for the 
Model school, in its three grades of primary, intermediate and 
high school. 

The excess of expenditure on the part of the Company, above 
the means originally provided for the purposes of the schools, 
has been furnished on the individual credit of the Directors of 
said Company ; and no provision has yet been made for its re- 
payment. Reliance has been placed on the liberality of the 
friends of education in the State, and especially upon the Le- 
gislature, if, on inquiry, they shall be satisfied that the interests 
of education required such expenditure to be made, in order 
fully to accomplish the purpose of the State in the establishment 
of the Normal school, and the schools of practice connected 
therewith.” 

From the foregoing statement it appears that the Company 
incurred the expense additional to their fund, from a convic- 
tion that a less sum would be insufficient to provide the neces- 
sary accommodations for the whole number of Normal pupils 
[220] which the Legislature contemplated, as the complement 
of the school, and which, not improbably, will ere long be real- 
ized; and also the several schools of practice. Should the 
present Legislature entertain the opinion that the Company 
were correct in this view of the matter, and acted wisely in 
their patriotic endeavors to subserve the public interests, it is 
sincerely hoped and confidently believed, they will, in their wis- 
dom, devise some means of disembarrassment to a Company 
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whose generosity has already placed the State under so great 
obligation. Having, in past years, cherished those literary in- 
stitutions of the State, designed for the education of the few, it 
would now seem impossible for her to withhold a fostering hand 
from a kindred institution, established for the education of the 
many, when it is considered, how indispensable—how vital is the 
general diffusion and increase of knowledge, to the perpetuity 
and progress of the Republic. 

Accompanying their Report the Trustees have the pleasure 
to submit a drawing and description of the Normal school 
building, which, as the Legislature is already aware, was dedi- 
cated, on the 4th instant, to its appropriate uses, under most 
auspicious circumstances. 

By order of the Board, 

FRANCIS GILLETTE, Chairman. 

New Barirarn, June 5th, 1851. 
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A. 
FIRST ANNUAL CIRCULAR 


OF THE 


STATE NORMAL SCHOOL 
AT NEW BRITAIN. 





Tue State Normal School or ‘‘Seminary for the training of teachers in the 
art of teaching and governing the Common Schools” of Connecticut, was 
established by act of the Legislature, May session, 1849, and the sum of 
eleven thousand dollars was appropriated for its support for a period of at 
least four years. 

The sum appropriated for the support of the school is derived not from the 
income of the School Fund, or any of the ordinary resources of the Treasury, 
but from a bonus of ten thousand dollars, paid by the State Bank, at Hartford, 
and of $1,000 paid by the Deep River Bank, for their respective charters. No 
part of this sum can be expended in any building or fixtures for the school, or 
for the compensation of the trustees. 

The entire management of the Institution, as to the application of the 
funds, the location of the school, the regulation of the studies and exercises, 
and the granting of diplomas, is committed to a Board of Trustees, consisting 
of the Superintendent of Common Schools, ex officio, and one member for 
each of the eight counties in the State, appointed by the Legislature, two in 
each year, and to hold their office for the term of four years, and serve without 
compensation. The Board must submit an annual report as to their own 
doings, and the progress and condition of the seminary. 

The Normal School was located permanently in New Britain, on the 1st of 
February, 1850, after full consideration of the claims and offers of other 
towns, on account of the central position of the town in the State, and its 
accessibility from every section by railroad; and also in consideration of the 
liberal offer on the part of its citizens, to provide a suitable building, apparatus, 
and library, to the value of $16,000, for the use of the Normal School, and to 
place all the schools of the village under the management of the Principal of 
the Normal School, as Schools of Practice. 
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The building provided for the accommodation of the Normal School and the 
Schools of Practice, when completed, will contain three large study-halls, with 
nine class-rooms attached, a hall for lectures and exhibitions, a laboratory for 
chemical and philosophical experiments, an office for the Principal and Trus- 
tees, a room for the library, and suitable accommodations for apparatus, 
clothes, furnaces, fuel, &c. The entire building will be fitted up and furnished 
in the most substantial manner, and with special reference to the health, com- 
fort and successful labor of pupils and teachers. In addition to the Normal 
School building, there are three houses located in different parts of the village, 
for the accommodation of the primary schools belonging to the Schools of 
Practice. 

The immediate charge of the Normal School and Schools of Practice, is 
committed to Rev. T. D. P. Stone, Associate Principal, to whom all communi- 
vations relating to the schools can be addressed. 

The school was opened for the reception of pupils, on Wednesday, the 15th 
of May, 1850, and the first term closed on Tuesday, October Ist. The number 
of pupils in attendance during the term, was sixty-seven: thirty males and 
thirty-seven females. 

The second term will commence on Wednesday, the 4th of December, 1850, 
and continue till the third Wednesday in April, 1851, divided into two sessions 
as given below. 


Terms AND VacaTIons.—The year is divided into two terms, Summer and 
Winter ; each term consisting of two sessions. 

The first session of the winter term commences on the first Wednesday of 
December and continues fourteen weeks. The second session of the winter 
term commences on the third Wednesday of March and continues six weeks. 

The first session of the summer term commences on the third Wednesday of 
May and continues twelve weeks. The second session of the summer term 
commences on the third Wednesday of August and continues six weeks. 

To accommodate pupils already engaged in teaching, the short session of 
each term will, as far as shall be found practicable, be devoted to a review of 
the studies pursued in the district schools in the season of the year immediately 
following, and to a course of familiar lectures on the classification, instruction 
and discipline of such schools. 


Apmission oF Pupits.—The highest number of pupils which can be received 
in any one term, is two hundred and twenty. 

Each school society is entitled to have one pupil in the school; and no 
society can have more than one in any term, so long as there are applicants 
from any society, at the time unrepresented. Until the whole number of 
pupils in actual attendance shall reach the highest number fixed by law, the 
Principal is authorized to receive all applicants who may present themselves, 
duly recommended by the visitors of any school society. 

Any person, either male or female, may apply to the school visitors of any 
school society for admission to the school, who will make a written declara- 
tion, that their object in so applying is to qualify himself (or herself) for the 
employment of a common school teacher, and that it is his (or her) intention 
to engage in that employment, in this State. 

The school visitors are authorized to forward to the Superintendent of Com- 
mon Schools, in any year, the names of four persons, two of each sex, who 
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shall have applied as above, for admission to the school, and who shall have 
been found on examination by them, ‘‘ possessed of the qualifications required 
of teachers of common schools in this State,” and whom they “ shall recom- 
mend to the trustees as suitable persons, by their age, character, talents and 
attainments, to be received as pupils in the Normal School.” 

Applicants duly recommended by the school visitors, can forward their cer- 
tificate directly to the Associate Principal of the Normal School at New Britain, 
who will inform them of the time when they must report themselves to be ad- 
mitted to any vacant place in the school. 

Persons duly recommended, and informed of their admission, must report 

themselves within the first week of the term for which they are admitted, or 
their places will be considered as vacated. 
.. Any persons, once regularly admitted to the Normal School, can remain 
connected with the same for three years, and will not lose their places, by 
temporary absence in teaching common schools in the State—such experience, 
in connection with the instruction of the institution, being considered a desira- 
ble part of a teacher’s training. 


Srupies.—The course of instruction will embrace :—1. A thorough review 
of the studies pursued in the lowest grade of common schools. 2. An acquaint- 
ance with such studies as are embraced in the highest grade of common 
schools authorized by law, and which will render the teaching of the ele- 
mentary branch more thorough and interesting. 3. The art of teaching and 
its methods, including the history and progress of education, the philosophy 
of teaching and discipline, as drawn from the nature of the juvenile mind, 
and the application of those principles under the ordinary conditions of our 
common schools. 

The members of the school will be arranged in three classes—Junior, Middle 
and Senior. All pupils, on being admitted to the school, will be ranked in the 
Junior Class, until their familiarity with the studies of the lowest grade of 
common schools have been satisfactorily tested. The Middle Class will em- 
brace those who are pursuing the branches usually taught in Public High 
Schools. The Senior Class will comprise those who are familiar with the 
studies of the Junior and Middle Classes, or who are possessed of an amount 
of experience in active and successful teaching, which can be regarded as a 
practical equivalent. All the studies of the school will be conducted in refer- 
ence to their being taught again in common schools. 

Practice IN THE ART oF TEACHING AND GoveRNING ScHoots.—The several 
schools of the First School District, comprising the village of New Britain, are 
placed by a vote of the District, under the instruction and discipline of the 
Associate Principal, as Model Schools and Schools of Practice, for the Normal 
School. These schools embrace about four. hundred children, and are classi- 
fied into three Primary, one Intermediate, and one High School. The course 
of instruction embraces all the studies pursued in any grade of common 
schools in Connecticut. The instruction of these schools will be given by 
pupils of the Normal School, under the constant oversight of the Associate 
Principal and Professors. 


Text-sooxs.—A Library of the best text-books, in the various studies pur- 
sued in the schools, is commenced, and already numbers upward of four 
thousand volumes. Pupils are supplied with text-books in such studies as 
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they may be engaged, at a charge barely sufficient to keep the books in good 
condition, and supply such as may be injured or lost. Arrangements have 
also been made to furnish teachers, who wish to own a set of text-books, at 
the publishers’ lowest wholesale price. 


ApparaTUs.—The sum of one thousand dollars is appropriated for the pur- 
chase of apparatus, which will be procured from time to time, as the wants 
of the school may require As far as practicable, such articles of apparatus 
will be used in the class-rooms of the Normal School, as can be readily made 
by teachers themselves, or conveniently procured at low prices, and be made 
useful in the instruction of District Schools. 

Liprary.—The school is already furnished with the best works on the 
Theory and Practice of Education, which the Normal pupils are expected 
to read, and on several of which they are examined. The library will be 
supplied with Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, and other books of reference, to 
which free access will be given to members of the school. 

Boarp.—Normal pupils must board and lodge in such families, and under 
such regulations, as are approved by the Associate Principal. 

The price of board, including room, fuel, lights and washing, in private 
families, ranges from $2.00 to $2.50 per week. Persons, expecting to join the 
school, should signify their intention to the Associate Principal, as early as 
practicable, before the commencement of a term, that there may be no disap- 
pointment in the place and price of board. 


Discrptine.—The discipline of the institution is committed to the Associate 
Principal, who is authorized to secure the highest point of order and behavior 
by all suitable means, even to a temporary suspension of a pupil from the 
schools. The age of the pupils, the objects which bring them té a Normal 
School, and the spirit of the institution itself, will, it is believed, dispense with 
the necessity of a code of rules. The members are expected to exemplify in 
their own conduct, the order, punctuality and neatness of good scholars, and 
exhibit in all their relations, Christian courtesy, kindness and fidelity. 


ExaMINATION AND InspEcTION.—The school will be visited each term by a 
committee of the Trustees, who will report the results of their examination to 
the Board. 

There will be an examination at the close of each term, before the whole 
Board ; and at the close of the summer term the examination will be public, 
and will be followed by an exhibition. 

The school is at all times open to inspection, and school visitors, teachers, 
and the friends of education generally in the State, are cordially invited to 
visit it at their convenience. 

Dirtoma.—The time required to complete the course of instruction and 
practice, which shall be deemed by the Trustees a suitable preparation for the 
business of teaching, and entitle any applicant to a Diploma of the Normal 
School, will depend on the age, attainments, mental discipline, moral charac- 
ter, and evidence of practical tact in instruction and government, of each 
applicant. 

No diploma will be given to any person who does not rank in the Senior 
Class, and has not given evidence of possessing some practical talent as a 
teacher, in the Schools of Practice or in the district schools of the State. 
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TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES. 


A portion of the vacation in the spring and autumn will be devoted by the 
officers of the Normal School, to Teachers’ Institutes or Conventions, in differ- 
ent parts of the State. 

At least two of these Institutes will be held in the spring, for the special 
benefit of teachers who may be engaged, or expect to teach district schools in 
the summer following. 


COUNTY TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The Principal, or one of the Professors of the Normal School, will attend, 
on invitation and due notice, at every regular meeting of any County Teach- 
ers’ Association, which shall continue in session through two evenings and one 
day, and assist in the lectures, discussions and other exercises of the occasion. 


STATE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The State Teachers’ Association has voted to hold an annual meeting at 
New Britain during the examination at the close of the summer term of the 
Normal School, and a special meeting at the dedicatory exercises at the com- 
pletion of the Normal School in the spring. Arrangements will be made to 
entertain all members of the Association, during the meeting. 


Adopted at a meeting of the Board of Trustees, held at New Britain, 
Oct. 1st, 1850. 
FRANCIS GILLETTE, President. 
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HINTS TO SCHOOL VISITORS 


RESPECTING 


APPLICANTS FOR ADMISSION TO THE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 


By the First Annual Circular of the Trustees of the State Normal School, 
the undersigned are directed, for the present, to receive as pupils, all persons 
whom the visitors of any school society shall recommend as suitable persons, 
by their age, character and attainments, for this purpose. Upon your recom- 
mendation will depend, in no small degree, the character and usefulness of 
this institution. 

We beg of you, therefore, as far as you can, to send us candidates for admis- 
sion to the Normal School, who possess 

1. Purity and strength of moral and religious character—an exemplary life, 
and the habit of self-government, and of subjecting their own actions to the 
test of moral and religious principle. 

2. Good health—a vigorous and buoyant constitution, and a fund of lively, 
cheerful spirits. The business of teaching demands liveliness and activity 
both of mind and body. 

3. Good manners—and by this, we mean those manners which are dictated 
by the spirit of our Saviour’s Golden Rule, of doing unto others as we would 
that others should do unto us—in manner as well as in matter. 

4. A love of, and sympathy with, children. - 

5. A competent share of talent and information—such as the law (Section 
22) demands of every teacher, and which you are required by the Act estab- 
lishing this School, to ascertain by actual examination. The proposed course 
of instruction in the Normal School can not create, it can only improve, the 
talent and information of its pupil-teachers. 

6. A native tact and talent for teaching and governing others. No amount 
of instruction and practice can supply a deficiency in these respects. 

7. A love for the occupations of the school-room, and a desire to engage in 
the business of teaching for life. 

8. The common school spirit—if need be, a martyr spirit, to live and die, 
for the more thorough, complete and practical education of all the children of 
the State in the common schools—to be made, by their exertions, in coépera- 
tion with parents and school officers, good enough for the best, and cheap 
enough for the poorest. 
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9. Some experience as teachers. Even a short experience will serve to de- 
velop, if they possess them, the germs of the above qualities and qualifications, 
and will make even a brief course of instruction in the Normal School highly 
profitable. 

HENRY BARNARD, Principal of State Normal School. 
T. D. P. STONE, Associate Principal. 


EXTRACT FROM SECTION 22 CHAPTER II.,OF THE STATUTES 


OF CONNECTICUT. 


‘The Board of Visitors shall themselves, or by a Committee by them ap- 
pointed for that purpose, examine all candidates for teachers in the common 
schools of [each] society, and shall give to those persons with whose moral 
character, literary attainments, and ability to teach, they are satisfied, a certifi- 
cate, setting forth the branches he or she is found capable of teaching: pro- 
vided that no certificate shall be given to any person not found qualified to 
teach reading, writing, arithmetic and grammar, thoroughly, and the rudi- 
ments of geography and history.” 





BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 





FRANCIS GILLETTE, of Bloomfield, . . for Hartrorp County. 
Term expires in 1853, 
ROGER AVERILL, of Danbury,. . . “ Farrrisnp ad 
Term expires in 1854. 
CHARLES OSGOOD, of Norwich, . New Lonpon “ 
Term expires in 1854, 
SETH P. BEERS, of Litchfield, . . . “ Lircnrmn. “ 
Term expires in 1853, 
OSWIN A. DOOLITTLE, of New Haven,“ New Haven 
Term expires in 1852. 
EZRA 8S. WILLIAMS, of Deep River, . “ Muippiesex 
Term expires in 1852. 
HEZEKIAH 8. RAMSDELL, of Thompson,“ Winpaam 
Term expires in 1851. 
LOREN P. WALDO, of Tolland, . . “ Tottanp 
Term expires in 1851. 
HENRY BARNARD, Hartford, Superinrenpent or Common 
ScHoots. 
FRANCIS GILLETTE, President of the Board. 
HENRY BARNARD, Secretary. 
Messrs. AVERILL, RAMSDELL and OSGOOD, Visitors 
for Second Term. 





HENRY BARNARD, Parncirpat or Normat Scuoot, 
SuperRiInTENDENT oF Common Scuoots. 
Rev. T. D. P. STONE, Associate Principat. 
Pror. D. N. Camp. 


Owing to the pressure of duties in the office of the Superin- 
tendent of Common Schools, the immediate charge of the Normal 
School devolves on Rev. T. D. P. Strong, Associate Principal, to 
whom all communications relative to the school can be addressed. 


SCHOOLS OF PRACTICE. 


The Schools of Practice embrace a High School, under the 
immediate charge of Rev. J. M. Guion, assisted by Resecca B. 
Smiro and Mary Anprews; an Intermediate School, under the 
charge of Exten Connwatt and Exten AnpreEws ; and three Pri- 
mary Schools, under the charge of L. Down, A. J. Goopricn, and 
S. Dicxenson. These teachers are supported by District No. 1, 
which embraces the village of New Britain. 
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PLANS AND DESCRIPTION OF 


THE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL BUILDING 


AT NEW BRITAIN. 





Tue Normal School building consists of a structure erected for a town hall 
before the location of the Normal School in New Britain, (and since pur- 
chased,) and an additional structure connected with the same exclusively for 
the use of the school. The original building was 70 feet by 42 upon the 
ground: the addition is 76 feet by 48. The original building is three stories 
in height: the new part, four. The basement embraces two passages, one for 
males and one for females, to the yard; two large and convenient dressing- 
rooms; four entrance-halls, furnished with hooks for clothes, &c. There are 
also in the basement story, a room for the accommodation of the Intermediate 
School; a room for one of the Primary Schools; a chemical laboratory; a 
spacious wood and coal room; three furnace rooms, with furnaces and their 
fixtures complete, and so arranged that the heat from all the furnaces can be 
thrown into either one of the large apartments, while in mild weather, the 
heat of either one of the furnaces can be diffused through the whole building. 
These rooms are all well ventilated. Connected with this story is a yard two 
hundred feet long by one hundred wide; three-fifths of it for the use of males, 
the remainder for females. The yard is surrounded and divided by a sub- 
stantial painted fence, six feet high. It is also provided with out-buildings of 
the most approved and convenient structure, and a well from which water may 
be drawn in either yard. The second story, besides the continuation of the 
above named entries, contains a room for the Trustees, which, when not occu- 
pied by them, is used as a reception room; an office for the Principal, fur- 
nished as a recitation room; four recitation rooms and a High School room, 
with accommodations for three hundred pupils. The third story is occupied 
by the normal school-room, with seats for 220 normal pupils; and by a public 
lecturing-hall, with gallery, desk, &c. The fourth story, besides a hall, 72 feet 
by 20, which is used for declamation, reading, &c., and a passage to the 
observatory which is directly above it, contains a library room and four large 
recitation rooms. The whole of the third and fourth stories are designed for 
the use of the Normal School proper. 
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Fieurk 2.—Pian oF Basement Srory. 
A.—Primary School-room. 
B.—Intermediate School-room. 
C.—Hall leading to yard for females. 
D.—Hall leading to yard for males. 
E.—Entrances to Normal School, one for males and the other for females. 
F.—Entrance to High School, for girls. 
H.—Entrance to High School, for boys. 
I. I, 1.—Furnaces. 
0. O.—Clothes rooms, one for boys and the other for girls. 
P.—Laboratory. 
L.—Coal, &c. 
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Fieure 3.—Puan or First Froor. 
A.—High School-room, with seats and desks for 300 pupils. 
B.—Oflice of Principal of Normal School. 
C.—Reception room. 
D. D. D. D.—Recitation rooms. 
Front stairs to Hall. 
Side stairs to Normal School-room. 














Figure 4.—Pian or Seconp Fioor. 


A.—Normal School-room, with seats and desks for 220 pupils. 
&.—Hall for Lectures, connecting with Normal Sehool-room by folding doors. 
C.—Office for Trustees of Normal School. 
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Fievure 5.—Pian or Tuirp Foor. 
A. A. A. A.—Recitation rooms for Normal pupils. 
B.—Library. 
C.—Attic. 
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